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THE FELME TAVERN
Kingston, Imzerne County, Pennsylvanla

Ovmner e Herrinton Bstate.
Builder | John Ebert, completed by: James Vheeler.
Date of Erection Begun, 1BOY; completed, 1807,
Fresent Condition Well preserved. Al but two of the fireplacés_are open, .-

Most of the flooring is original. ILsy-out has been - =
changed. ZFront of the building has been remodelled. Doors’
and entrence are original, some of the originsl hardware
renains,

Hamber of Stories Three,

Materials of Construction Stone foundations, frame construction, wood shingled
roof, wood floors, random widths, '
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THE HELME TaVERW
Xingston, Iuzerne County, Fennsylvenia

The Eelme Tavern, formerly krown as the Exchange Hotel is located
in Kingston Borough, Kingston, Penngylvenia.

About 1804, John Ebert who wre conductihg a saddlery shom in the
villege fhen lmovn as Myersburg, nurchssed from Lavrence Yyers, house
lots Nos. 4, 5, and part of 6 and began the erection of the Exchange
Hotel. He w=s unshle to complete it, however and in 1807, left the
cowntry., Jsries Vaecler vho vos then sheriff, succeeded him snd com=—
wleted the structure in 1807. He kent it until his death on September
26, 1809.

Por some reamsan, our esrlier tavern keevers, after a few yerrs of
ovnen house would sell thelr husiness to new-comers and would later ap~
vear as taverners at some other stand., Iz olden times, fhe Exchange
Hotel hod many well Imown lendlords snong whom were: Jonn Ebert, 1801-1-;
Jzmes VWheeler, 1809; Josevh Wheeler, 1809~1811: Miner Searle, 1810;
Archimwras Fareish, 1812-1813; Col. HNezphtali Hurlbut, 1%1k-1228: V. O,
Johnson, 1825 wntil bhis death in 1826, when his widow opnerated the place
until 1827; John Sax, 1832; Cliver Helme, and Fred Fennsy, 1832-18U46;
Frenl Helwe, 1847-1855; Thomas Usmbald, 1857. Anong the later lendlords
heve been: Fetrick MeFike, Hemry Gebler, Fred Eoyer, Hiram Williams in
1900; Jeohn Hearrington, Steve Teller and Timothny Harrington., It ies now
ovmed Uy the Harrington Bstate ond is occupled by Fred Brokenshire, tavern
keecer ant the Carrel snd Mowery femilies in the wmstsirs spertmente,

Cnce considered a very commodious end up-to-date oublie house, this
interesting structure hzd never been remodelled until 1929. It is proba—
bly the oldest building in Northeastern Pennsylvenis used continuously as
it wos built, for a hotel. OUriginslly, there were two front entrances,

& lerge heil divided the Duilding., The parlor anc déining room were on the
northerly side and the bar room was ovnposite, Thie waz prodably the origi-
nal layout, although at one time, the bayr room adjoined the narlor =and
probably occuwpied a part of it., The ball room was on the second floor on
the southerly side end in 21, there were 17 or 15 rooms. The most in- -
teresting section wee the kitchen with its grest firevlnce and werming
ovens, extending scroes one sife of the large room. The food wns cooked
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over the open firenlace snd until recently, many of the 0ld cooking uten—
eile and appliances were vpreserved aznd stowed away hehind the panels vhich
closed the firenlace. The fireplace wee re—oOnened in 1933,

In the early fays, the political parties uswuslly held thelr county
conventions in this tevern:; and in the bHall room, there were many social
- gatherings. In this hotel, then cslled the Helme Tavern, the Leckowenns
and Bloomsburg R.R. wes organized in 1852, bringing sbout entrance at
Kingsgton, of the first locomotive, drawing pomssengers to enter Wyoming
Velley. On Aoril §, 1852 a charter wes "ﬂ*entea for a road bhetween Scran-
ton and Bloomsburg, 56 milee with authority to extend the same to Danville,
By supplementary act passed March 3, 1853, a further extension of twelve
mileg to Horthumberland or Sunbury was asuthoriged, making o fotal length
of eighty miles. Thae company was organized at this hotel, Arril 16, 1853
and Willism Swelland was chosen PPresidernt; Thomas F, Abherton, Sec*etcry,
and Cherles D. Shoemaker, Treasurer. It wsz commenced in 135‘4 with E. Mc
Weill, Engineer, and ves finished in 1857 at = cost of $1,100,000.00

Previons to the incorporporation of thie railroad, the people of
K1ngston Townehip, disturbed ower construction of the cemnal on the east
side of the Susauehenns, had not allowed their dlemppointment to overcome
their ambitionand early cast sbout for some memns of access to the out-
gide world. DFPeople of New Troy, now ¥Wyoming, initiated the movement for
construction of & rdilro=d on the West Side and smong early meebtingg of
the group, one on Merch 1, 1833, was hield at the Exchange Hotel. Organ—
ieation of the Sustuehenns Raeilroad Company was the ouicome, eslthough the
comneny laaguished in the panic of 1837.

Major Qliver Helme, vwho geve the Exchange Hotel the new name of Helme
Tavern, wee horn in Kingstown, Fhode Island, October, 1770 and came here
from 3alliston, WN.Y., He engaged in the chsir mﬂkin{:; buziness in Wilkes-
"Barre in 1798. In 1801, he Iept the Yarrington Ferry and tavern in Kingstnon,
He ©ps sheriff of the county from 182% to 1£31, and in 1832, he narchased
the tavern {Exchange Hotel) vhich he confucted for many years., On October
10, 1838, he removed to Bridgewater, Sustuehsnna County, but later return—

ed here and d1ed in 1851,

hile g,eneral lined of the building remain unchenged, recent yesrs
have seen the front of the buildlng made into stores. Fire at the hotel
on April 26, 1933 destroyed = part of the resr nortion of the building,
seartieuwlerly the three bedrooms over the origingl kitchien, and the winding
stairrey beside the ovens snd fireplace., This portion, when rebuilt vwes
chenged to a Xitchen and dining room on the second Tlocr. The service staire
‘way weg eliminated.
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The o0ld ldtchen =nd dining room on the first floor wee remodelled and
new floors were lpid in this sortion,

A sign in front of the building reads as follows: "Exchange Hotel
long known as the Helme Tavern, conducted by Oliver Helme, One 0f the
oldegst buildings in Tyoming Velley, a principel meeting place of the
people inm early times, Here in 1832, was organirzed the movement to erect:
Fyoming Moniment and rebury those slain in the Battle of Wyoming. In this
building on Saturdsy, Moy 22, 1852 wrs orgsnized the Lackawanna and Blooms—
hurg R.R. the first railroad to enter Wroming Valley. !

Helme Tovern is e three story Bullding of frame construction, Exterior
finish, wood -siding; interior finish, walls and ceilings,plastered. Foun-
dations are stone. Most of the floors are originel and are of random widths,
New floor in *the 014 bzll room has been lald over the old floor. The en- .
trance door is originsl. It is Colonial in type with a fan-like transom,

The bar room is the first door to the left of the main hsll: a small -
I tchen leads off the bar room. This may be original, To the right of
the hell is the remodelled kitchen, now celled the grill. This large room
wos really the kitchen and dining room. Here there ic a very large, oOpen
stone fireplace with brick face in graie chamber, stone hearth and iron
grate, It is very blackened with use. ¥What is now the barber shop was
formerly the narlor. There is a closed fireplace here, o

Adjoining the bar rToom on the orposite sgide of the hall, what wes
once the lobby of the hotel is now a cleaning establishwent, Here there
is mn open firevlece st111 in use, with wood mantel ant orick facing. It
is simple in design. Tne floor here has been lowered al least ten inches.
Directly opposite the main entrance is the original Colonial stairway to
the second floor, It is very simple in desizn. The steps are narrow and’ ..
well worn. The old cloak hangers remain on the wall outside the originsl
dining room. Door to the dining room haw the originel thwmsb latches and

hardware.

There 1s a landing znd two steps leading off the main stairway to
the rear portion of the building which hac been remodelled. These rooms
were formerly bed romms and were reached by & continuation of the originel
hall., T the right of the long, wide hall is a closed stairway to the
thirg floor  of the building. The door has the original thumb latches,
Just beyond this, there are two doors leading Yo the originel ball roon,
now used as a living room. It is very large with an arch wey spproximate
center of the room. The ceilings ere low. A chair rail s3ill remains in
the brll room, hall, former office and 211 bed rooms. In the dall room
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there sre two windows facing front and two facing the rear. They have
small lights in the woper sash. There ig azn oven fireclace with brick
face and hearth. Sides sre decorated with two small coluwmns and the
mantel is Dlein wood., The original wine cupboard renains on the leflt
side of the fireplace. '

To the left of the hall there sre two large bedrooms. In the
first is 2 closed Tireplace with a plein wood mantel and » gtone hearth
end face, bullt in with brick and an iron grate, There is one closet
md two windows with small lights. In the other bedroom facing the
front, there is » Tireplece similer to that in the firet hediroom, There
are two large closets ond p Goor leading to vhal wes originally, an of-
fice. The office is now 2 hath. Jorner posts spoear in the bed rooms.
There are timbers used in the construction of the house, There are two
windows facing front.

On the third floor is a Very nerrow, long hall. Six doors leed
of{ the hall to bedrooms. Here, the floors are original and some of
the doors have the original hardware. There ig one large room with
sloping ceiling which wes, at one time, two smaller rooms. There are
two dormer windows and snother small window facing south west, There
are zlso two entrances. The room directly scrozs from this has been
refinished in plaster. One window faces norih., The room next to thisg
has 21s0 heen refinished. There is snother small atiic room with sloplng
roof. There ie one small window. Another door leads to a very small
storage rvoom, 2lso with sl oping roof, To the right of the stairwvay is
a large bedroom, vhich is refiniehed and vhich is occunied by M¥r, Hart-
man wao heo lived in the hotel since 1900. There is a modern bath on-
this floor which might at one time, have been z trunk storsge room,.
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Historieal information received from the cﬂlovmg sources: ”Hlstory

of Certified Township of Kingston, ™ by Brewster. "History of Lugzerne County®,

imals of Luzerne Sounty!; Wewspaper Clingings from: VWilkes~Barre Record,
Jenuary, 1938; Times Leader, 1933.; Mr. Hartman, boarder st the Exchange

. Hotel for thirty-eight yveors.




